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Amendment 

Amendments to the Claims : Please replace all prior versions and listings of claims with the 
following listing of claims. 

Listing of Claims: 
1-84. (Cancelled) 

85. (Currently Amended) A ln --a- vendor control l ed centra li zed postage issuing computer 
system, a method of process i ng a mai l p i oca for detecting postage fraud using an indexed 
lookup procedure, comprising: 

receiving, at a the vendor - control l ed central i zed postage-issuing computer system, a-ft 
i ndex i ng tracking I D a request a«4 for a ftfsfe postage transaction i ndicium request, directed 
from an end user computer; 

allocating a unique an indexing tracking •© number to fef the end user - com - pat ef 
requested postage transaction, wherein the unique tracking number allocated to the postage 
transaction provides a mail piece tracking capability within the United States Postal Service 
(USPS) ; 

generating A data corresponding to a postage indicium at the a vendor control l ed 
centralized postage : issuing computer system , a unique in rosponso4otho postage indicium 
request for the requested postage transaction, wherein the unique postage indicium contains 
being associated with a mai l piece and conf i gu - r - ed for processing through the United States 
Posta l Serv i ce (USPS), wherein the data correspond i ng to the postage ind i cium comprises a 
d i gital signature derived from the indexing unique tracking number allocated to the postage 
transaction that provides the mail piece tracking capability within the USPS; 

storing information for the data corresponding to the postage transaction in +ft 4 i e f um 
within a database coupled to [[of]] the vendor contro l led centralized postage z issuing computer 
system , wherein such that the indexing information stored for the postage transaction includes 
the unique tracking number ID is assoc i ated with the data corresponding to the post a g e 
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indtekww and tho indexing tracking ID i s usab l e as an index for the data corresponding - ^ the 
unique postage indicium; 

indexing transmitt i ng the information stored for the postage transaction in the 
database with the indexing unique tracking +B number allocated to the e nd - use r -co m p ut o r 
postage transaction; 

retrieving receiving, at the information indexed with the unique tracking number from 
the database in response to receiving vendor control l ed central i zed postage i ssuing computer 
system, a validation second postage indic i um request , di r e sted from the USPS, wherein, the 
validation second postage indicium request received from the USPS relates to a mail piece 
carrying contains an Indexin g the unique tracking JO number; and 

transmitting, from the postage-issuing computer system, retr ie ving the information 
retrieved data corrcspond - ing ^ Q-th e- pe s tago indicium from the database to based-on the USPS, 
wherein the USPS determines whether to submit the mail piece carrying the unique in de x +tt fi 
tracking 4© number for delivery based on the information transmitted re e e we 4 from the USPS 
postage-issuing computer system . 

86. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 85, wherein the i ndexing unique tracking IS 
number is unique within the USPS for at least one year. 

87. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 85, wherein the information stored for slate 
corresponding to the postage transaction further includes indicium ■ eom - p - r -i s e s — data 
representative of one or more items se le ct e d fre -m- tho group consisting of a postage amount, a 
date,_a a«4 time of postage information-creation , a service class, an optional data advance, a 
meter number, an account number, or a destination andde ii v e r-y zip code. 

88-89. (Cancelled) 
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90. (Currently Amended) The method of claim [[89]] 85, whoroin the dig i tal s i gnature is 
d e rived by further comprising: 

applying a private key to the data corresponding to the unique postage indicium to 
derive a digital signature from the unique postage indicium, wherein the information stored for 
the postage transaction in the database further includes the digital signature derived from the 
unique postage indicium; and 

transmitting, from the postage-issuing computer system, the digital signature derived 
from the unique postage indicium to the USPS in response to the validation request, wherein 
the USPS verifies that the postage-issuing computer system generated a postage indicium 
carried on the mail piece in response to determining that the digital signature transmitted from 
the postage-issuing computer system is consistent with a digital signature derived from the 
postage indicium carried on the mail piece . 

91-92. {Cancelled} 

93. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 85, wherein allocating the i nd e x i ng unique 
tracking-© number to request is a first indexing tracking ID request, the method further 
comprising requested postage transaction includes : 

requesting sending, from the vendor - control l ed centralized postage - issuing compu te* 
system, a second indexing unique tracking *B number request, which is directed to from the 
USPS , wherein the postage-issuing computer system requests the unique tracking number 
from the USPS : and 

receivin g, at the vendor control l ed-eGntro l izod postage issuing computer system, the 
indexing unique tracking © number from the USPS i n response to at the postage-issuing 
computer system second indexing tracking I D requ e st - , prior to allocating the indexing unique 
tracking I© number to -fef the end user computer postage transaction . 

94-96. (Cancelled) 



401421102V1 



Page 4 of 18 



Application Serial No.: 09/990,341 
Attorney Docket No.: 080839-0380627 
Reply and Amendment Accompanying RCE 

97. (Currently Amended) The method of claim [[88]] 85, wherein the m4exing unique 
tracking l& number comprises [[is]] a USP - S delivery confirmation code. 

98. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 85, wherein the postage -issuing computer 
system receives the validation indicium request is rece i v e d from the USPS over a 
communications link connecting the internet postage-issuing computer system with a 
computer system at the USPS . 

99. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 98, further compris i ng transm i tting-th e 
retrieved data oorr - espon d i ng to wherein the postage -issuing computer system transmits the 
information retrieved indicium from the database vendor controlled centr - a - l i z - ed postage 
i ssu i ng computer systera to the USPS over the toter - net communications link . 

100. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 99, further comprising transmitting wherein 
the indexing unique tracking +B number and the data correspond i ng ' t - o the unique postage 
indicium arc transmitted to the end user computer in a format that enables the end user 
computer to print a one-dimensional bar code representative of the ind e x +R- g unique tracking 

number and a two-dimensional bar code representative of tho data corresponding - *® the 
unique postage indicium. 

101. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 100, wherein transm i tt i ng the computer 
system at the USPS displays retrieved data correspond i ng to the information transmitted from 
the postage -issuing computer system ind i cium comprises transmitting tho retrieved data 
corresponding to the postage indicium over the internet such that the data can be displayed at 
tho USPS . 
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102. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 101, wherein the USPS verifies that the mail 
piece was sent from a trusted entity in response to the information transmitted from the 
postage -issuing computer system including one or more of indicium compr i ses eith e r a meter 
number or an account number that is not part of - th e-i ndoxing tracking I D . 

103. (Cancelled) 

104. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 102, wherein the postage-issuing computer 
system transmits the i ndexing unique tracking number and the data corrosponding -- te - th e 
unique postage indicium are tran s mitted from- the vendor controlled centra li zed -pe s t a g e- 
i ssuing computer syst e m to the end user computer over another communications link 
connecting the internet and the postage -issuing computer system with indicium request is 
received from the USFS-ov ef the i nternet end user computer . 

105-123. (Cancelled) 

124. (Currently Amended) A vendor controlled centra li zed postage i ssuing computer 
system communicatively coup l ed with - an end user c - omputor and a United Stat e s Posta l Service 
(USPS) computer system for detecting postage fraud using an indexed lookup procedure, 
comprising: 

a database coupled to a postage-issuing computer system; 

a communications link that connects the postage-issuing computer system with an end 
user computer, and that further connects the postage-issuing computer system with a 
computer system at the United States Postal Service (USPS); and 

data processing circuitry[[;]] that executes on the postage-issuing computer system, 
wherein executing the data processing circuitry on the postage-issuing computer system 
causes the postage-issuing computer system to: 

a database; 
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receive a tracking identif i cat i on string a l location modu l o, operab l e with reguest 
for a postage transaction from the data process i ng circuitry, programmed to end user 
computer; 

allocate an i ndex i ng a unique tracking I© number to one of the requested 
postage transaction, wherein the end user computers in response to an indexing unique 
tracking l& number allocated to request from the one end user computer the postage 
transaction provides a mail piece tracking capability within the USPS; 

a postag e 'i ndicium generat i on module, op e rab le- with the data processing 
circu i try, programmed to generate data corresponding to a unique postage indicium 
assoc i ated with a mail piece i n response to a request from for the end user compirt -ef 
requested postage transaction, wherein the unique postage indicium contains +s 
configured for processing through th e- y - SPS and whor -ei fi - tfr - o generated data compris es 
a -d ig*tal s i gnaturode ri ved -- f r - e m the i ttdex H ig unique tracking JO number allocated to the 
postage transaction that provides the mail piece tracking capability within the USPS ; 

store information for an indoxing - moduio, operab l e with the data processing 
circuitry postage transaction in the database, wherein the information stored for 
programmed to assoc i at e th& 4 ttdoxing tracking ID with the data corresponding to the 
postage transaction includes the unique tracking number and ind i cium such that the 
data corrospoodi f tg 4e the unique postage indicium is indexed by the indexing track i ng 
ID - and 

index a database management- modu l e, operab l e with the data processing 
circuitry, -programmed to store the information stored for data correspond i ng to the 
postage transaction in i ndicium with i n the database , and programmed t& with the 
unique tracking number allocated to the postage transaction; 

retrieve , - bas e d -e ft the information indexed with the indexing unique tracking 4©7 
the data corresponding to the postage indicium number from the database in response 
to receiving a validation postage indicium request rec ei v e d from the 4J 5- P - S computer 
system at the USPS, wherein the postage indicium validation request received from the 
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USPS relates to a mail piece carrying comprises the indexing unique tracking l& number; 
and 

transmit the information retrieved from the database to the USPS, wherein the 
USPS determines whether to submit the mail piece carrying the unique tracking number 
for delivery based on the transmitted information . 

125. {Currently Amended) The computer system of claim 124, wherein the i ndex i ng unique 
tracking 4£ number is unique within the USPS for at least one year. 

126. (Currently Amended) The comput e r - system of claim 124, wherein the information 
stored for data corresponding to the postage transaction further includes i ndicium comprises 
data representative of one or more i t e ms -se l ected from the group cons i st i ng of a postage 
amount, a date^ji an^ time of postage informati&R-cf - e - a - tion , a service class, an optional data 
advance, a meter number, an account number, or a destination ar * d-d eli v e fy zip code. 

127. (Cancelled) 

128. (Currently Amended) The comput e r system of claim [[127]] 124 , wherein executing the 
data processing circuitry on the postage-issuing computer system further causes the postage- 
issuing computer system digita l s i gnatur e- g e n e rat i on-submodu l e i s programmed to; 

apply a private key to the 4ata- correspond i ng to the unique postage indicium to 
generate derive a digital signature from the unique postage indicium, wherein the information 
stored for the postage transaction in the database further includes the digital signature derived 
from the unique postage indicium; and 

transmit the digital signature derived from the unique postage indicium to the USPS in 
response to the validation request, wherein the USPS verifies that the postage-issuing 
computer system generated a postage indicium carried on the mail piece in response to 
determining that the digital signature transmitted from the postage-issuing computer system is 
consistent with a digital signature derived from the postage indicium carried on the mail piece . 
Page 8 of 18 
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129-130. (Cancelled) 

131. (Currently Amended) The computer system of claim 124, wherein executing further 
comprising-a-communications modu l o operab l e w i th the data processing circuitry on the 
postage-issuing computer system further causes the postage-issuing computer system to: 

transmit o request fef the indexing unique tracking IB number from [[to]] the 
computer systenvte at the USPS; and 

receive the indexing unique tracking number from the USPS computer system at the 
USPS prior i n - r - esponsc to allocating the request for the indexing unique tracking number lD;4o 
transm i t the index i ng tracking I D and the data corresponding to the postage i ndicium to the 
end-u se r - computer, and to ■ receive the postage indicium request conta i n i ng the indexing 
track i ng I D from the USPS transaction . 

132-137. (Cancelled) 

138. (Currently Amended) The computer system of claim 124, wherein the USPS verifies 
that the mail piece was sent from a trusted entity data correspond i ng in response to 
determining that the information transmitted from the postage -issuing computer system 
includes one or more of ind i c i um compr i ses a meter number or an account number that-is-net 
part of the index i ng tracking ID . 

139. (Currently Amended) The computet 1 system of claim 124, wherein the indexing unique 
tracking ■l-D- number comprises [fis]l a USPS delivery confirmation code. 

140. (Currently Amended) The vendor control l ed central i zed postag e- issu i ng eompirt e f 

system of claim 124, wherein executing the data processing circuitry on the postage-issuing 
computer system further comprising causes the postage-issuing computer system to : 

a transaction database compfisiftg -a- s e i - of i ndexing tracking IDs; and 
Page 9 of 18 
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a comparioofi-meduk!/ oporab l o with the data processing circuitry, the comparison 
modu l o being programm - ed-to compare the index i ng unique postage indicium indexed with the 
unique tracking ID number in fern the database to a printed USPS postage indicium carried on 
request with the set of indexing tracking I Ds mail piece . 

141-142. (Cancelled) 

143. (Currently Amended) The vendor-control l ed centra l ized postage - issuing computet 1 
system of claim [[127]] 124, wherein the postage-issuing computer system applies the private 
key to digital signatur e fienef a ti&R-stfbfnodulo is proRrammo4 4 e^ R- er a t &4 h - e - d^ita ] s i gnature 
from a data sot that - inc l udcs the indexing unique tracking +& number contained in and not a 
delivery zip code for the m a i l -p i ece unique postage indicium to derive the digital signature 
from the unique postage indicium . 

144. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 97, further comprising: 

applying a private key to the wherein der -i ving 44ie -- dig#a l -sig R a - tu - r e- from the data 
c - of responding to the postage ind i cium comprises deriving ■ tta - e-d i gital - signature from a USPS 
delivery confirmation code to derive a digital signature from the unique postage indicium, 
wherein the information stored for the postage transaction in the database further includes 
the digital signature derived from the unique postage indicium; and 

transmitting, from the postage-issuing computer system, the digital signature derived 
from the unique postage indicium to the USPS in response to the validation request, wherein 
the USPS verifies that the postage-issuing computer system generated a postage indicium 
carried on the mail piece in response to determining that the digital signature transmitted from 
the postage-issuing computer system is consistent with a digital signature derived from the 
postage indicium carried on the mail piece . 
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145. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 85, further comprising: 

comparing the indexing unique postage indicium indexed with the unique tracking 4& 
number in [[of]] the database ■ retrieved data corresponding to a printed the postage indicium 
carried on with the indexing track i ng I D received in the second postage -i nd i e i u - m request from 
the USPS mail piece . 

146. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 145, further comprising: 

transmitting, from the vendor - eontrollod e e n % F a4 i£c4 postage-issuing computer system 
to the USPS , a response to the validation request received from the USPS, wherein the 
response to the validation request indicates an indication of whether the indexing trac ki fig 4 & 
of the retrieved data corresponding to th e unique postage indicium indexed with a-nd- the 
index i ng unique tracking 4© number in the database matches received in the second printed 
postage indicium carried on request receiv e d from the USPS arc the samp mail piece, wherein 
the USPS submits the mail piece for delivery in response to the unique postage indicium 
indexed with the unique tracking number in the database matching the printed postage 
indicium carried on the mail piece . 

147. (Currently Amended) A In-o-vcndor control l ed central i zed post3ge -i ssuing computer 
s ystem y -a method of processing a mai l piece for detecting postage fraud using an indexed 
lookup procedure , comprising: 

generating^ data correspond i ng to a postag ei nd i aum at a vendor control l ed centralized 
postage z issuing computer system , a unique postage indicium in response to the receiving a 
request for a postage transaction i nd i cium request from an end user computer , wherein the 
unique postage indicium contains b e ing -a s s oc i ated with a and conf i gured for processing 
through the United States Postal Service (USPS), wherein the data corresponding to the 
postage indicium comprises a -- d igi ta i- signat - urO ' dorivod from a USPS a unique delivery 
confirmation code ailocated to the postage transaction that provides a mail piece tracking 
capability within the United States Postal Service (USPS) ; 
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storing information for the data corresponding to tho postage transaction in ind i cium 
within a database coupled to [[of]] the vendor contro ll ed centralized postage : issuing computer 
system , wherein such that the information stored for the postage transaction includes the 
unique USP - S delivery confirmation code is assoc i ated with the data corresponding to-t - h e 
postage i ndicium and the USPS de l ivery confirmat i on code is usable as - afi - indox for the data 
corresponding to tho unique postage indicium; 

indexing transm i tt i ng the information stored for the postage transaction in the 
database with the unique -USPS delivery confirmation code allocated to the end user computer - 
postage transaction ; 

retrieving rece i ving, at the information indexed with the unique delivery confirmation 
code from the database in response to receiving vendor-control l ed centra l ized postage issu i ng 
computer system, a validation postage indic i um request transmitted from the USPS, wherein 
the validation postag e 'i ndicium request received from the USPS relates to a mail piece carrying 
contains the unique USPS delivery confirmation code; and 

transmitting, from the postage-issuing computer system, retrieving the information 
retrieved data corresponding to - the postage ind i cium from the database to based on the USPS,, 
wherein the USPS determines whether to submit the mail piece carrying the unique delivery 
confirmation code for delivery based on the information transmitted from the postage-issuing 
computer system . 
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